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Editor’s Comments 

Fàilte mo chàirdean
(Faal-cha  mow  harsh-din  /
Welcome. my friends)

Christmas  and  Hogmanay  has
come and went again for another
year.   In  New  Orleans,  we  now
turn our attention to Mardi Gras,
or should I say King Cakes?
  
As we now turn our  attention to
2024,  I  can  tell  you  that  some
exciting things are on the horizon.
Although  there  are  still  some
things to iron out,  I am able to say
that  this  year’s  Tartan  Day
celebrations  in  New Orleans  will
be slightly different than previous
years.   More  information on this
will become available once things
are  finalized.   Look  out  for
updates  in  future  copies  of  the
newsletter.

If you have any news or items you
would  like  included  in  the
newsletter,  then  you  can  contact
me at shawfield27@gmail.com.  It
can be anything at all, but should
have  a  Scottish  element,  or  be
related to a member.  

If there are other items you would
like to see in the newsletter, then
please let me know.

I  may be  adding a  new segment
soon, so keep your eyes peeled!

Tapadh Leibh
(Tapa leev - Thank you)

Derek

NFL’s Brotherly Shove Gets
Scottish Upgrade

Anyone  watching  the  NFL  will  have  witnessed  the  Philadelphia
Eagles ‘brotherly shove’, an updated version of the old fashioned QB
sneak  play.   This  season,  the
team has adjusted their play, and
now  seem  unstoppable  in  their
new  formation.   What  most
people  don’t  know  is  that  the
man  behind  the  upgrade  is
Scottish  Rugby  coach  Richie
Gray, not the Scotland player of
the same name.  

Gray was hired in  April,  as  the
team looked  to  perfect  the  play
for the current season.  This was
not  a  random  appointment,  as  he  has  assisted  rugby’s  World  Cup
winning  team,  South  Africa,  as  well  as  the  Miami  Dolphins.   His
tweaking of the ‘tush push’ has proven so effective that all opponents
have been unable to prevent the QB from gaining a crucial first down.  

Controversy has raged over the rugby scrum type move, with some
corners calling for a league ban.  Others however, including the Eagles,
simply state that there would be no issue if opposing teams were able to
run this play the same way.  Called “undefendable” by some, league
commissioner  Roger  Goodell  may  propose  a  vote  by  all  teams  on
whether the play should stay.  This may mean, indirectly, a ban on all
QB sneaks in the future.

Richie Gray’s involvement would
have remained a secret if not for a
podcast  featuring  Eagles  Center,
Jason Kelce, and his brother, KC
Chiefs  Tight  End,  Travis  Kelce.
Despite  the  external  criticism  of
the  play,  Gray  believes  the
‘brotherly  shove’  should  remain,
as  this  is  just  another  good  play

that has been perfected by coaches and players.  What do you think?
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Attendees are welcome to bring along any snacks,
finger food, desserts, etc.  Soft drinks are provided
at all meetings, although you can bring your own.
If you can’t bring a snack, bring a friend!  As you
will  see,  the  programs for  the  second half  of  the
season have still to be finalized.  Dates may also be
liable to change.  We do not hold meetings in the
same month as our Burn’s Night, so February will
be the first meeting of the calendar year.

Sunday, February 18, 2024

Venue – Jackson Avenue Evangelical Church, 
(Audry Reich Hall-at rear of building)
2221 Chippewa St, New Orleans, 70130
Time – 2:00-4:00pm
Program- To Be Announced
Information – Not Available

Sunday, March 10, 2024

Venue – Jackson Avenue Evangelical Church, 
(Audry Reich Hall-at rear of building)
2221 Chippewa St, New Orleans, 70130
Time – 2:00-4:00pm
Program- To Be Announced
Information – Not Available

Sunday, April 14, 2024

Venue – Jackson Avenue Evangelical Church, 
(Audry Reich Hall-at rear of building)
2221 Chippewa St, New Orleans, 70130
Time – 2:00-4:00pm
Program- To Be Announced
Information – Not Available

Sunday, May 19, 2024

Venue – Jackson Avenue Evangelical Church, 
(Audry Reich Hall-at rear of building)
2221 Chippewa St, New Orleans, 70130
Time – 2:00-4:00pm
Program- To Be Announced
Information – Not Available

Member and Society News

If  you  have  any  member  news  to  include  in  the
newsletter,  please  contact  me  by  email  at
shawfield27@gmail.com.  No  information  is  too
small, we’re happy to hear of our members exploits.

F  estivals & Games  

Panama City Beach Scottish Festival takes place
on  Saturday,  March  2nd 2024,  from  9am-5pm.
There will be a variety of events on the day, with
the schedule still to be confirmed.  If interested, you
can find out more at https://pcbscottishfestival.com/

Event  s  

The  Caledonian Society of New Orleans will be
presenting it’s 50th Annual Robert Burns Supper on
January 27th,  2024.  As always,  the event will  be
hosted by the Southern Yacht Club, and you will
see the traditional events associated with Burns on
display.  Tickets are $65 per person, with a cash bar
at the venue.  Invitations to Society members have
already been issued.  If you would like to attend,
please contact  Wendy Grubb at  504-957-0251,  or
email at wgrubb52@gmail.com.

Daughters  of  the  British  Empire has  created  a
new  chapter  here  in  New  Orleans.   Eligible
Caledonian ladies are invited to join the Edinburgh
Chapter.   Eligibility  for  DBE  requires  British  or
Commonwealth birth or ancestry, or being married
to  a  man  of  British  or  Commonwealth  birth  or
ancestry.  Interested  ladies  should  contact  Betty
Calzada at bcalz75@gmail.com or 504-909-4115. 

Scottish  Country  Dancing  classes,  hosted  by
Wendy  Grubb, take  place at  Carrollton  United
Methodist Church.  This is a great way to exercise
your  brain  and  your  body.   Classes  run  every
Friday, unless otherwise stated, beginning at 7pm.
Entrance is via Freret St.  For more information call
Wendy  on  504-957-0251,  or  email  at
wgrubb52@gmail.com.

Have  you  ever  considering  learning  to  play  the
bagpipes?  If so, now is your chance.  Pipe band
Kilts  of  Many  Colours has  bagpipe  lessons
running every Monday, from 6-9pm, at Chafunkta
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Brewing  Company  at  69069  Sky  Brook  Rd,
Mandeville.  Lessons are free.  Learn more at,
https://www.facebook.com/events/
1325294228348193/1325294718348144/

Interested  in  learning  how  to  use  the  traditional
Scottish  broadsword?   Sam  Irving,  a  certified
fencing  instructor,  runs  the  Caledonian
Broadsword  Academy here  in  New  Orleans.  In
addition to the broadsword, you will also practice
with  Singlestick,  Rapier,  Saber,  Longsword,  and,
ultimately, the steel Broadsword.  At present, this is
only open to people aged 18 and up.  Walk ins are
not  allowed,  so  please  complete  the  application
form on the following website before attending any
classes.  https://broadswordno.com/

Yearly Dues

The  Society  relies  on  dues  and  donations  to
continue to operate.  Once again, member fees have
not increased this year.  The fees are low: Family -
$25, Individuals - $20, and students - $10.  If you
plan on attending the next meeting, you can bring a
check.  Alternatively,  you can send a payment to
Wendy Grubb at  Caledonian  Society,  8131  Cohn
St., New Orleans, LA  70118.  Anyone wishing to
confirm  their  status  can  also  email
wgrubb52@gmail.com.  

If you are currently receiving our newsletter on our
courtesy list, why not consider upgrading to become
a member.  As you can see, the fees are low and you
will receive news of all events and invitations not
normally issued to those just on our courtesy list.

Newsletter 

CSoNO members receive this newsletter by e-mail
or post. A complimentary e-mail newsletter is also
sent  to  non-members  who  have  expressed  an
interest, so if you know of someone who would like
to be on this list, please send their information for
inclusion in the courtesy e-mail group. All mass e-
mails are sent to recipients “bcc” for privacy. 

Social Media
The  Society  has  a  website  with  many  links  and
gallery pictures for everything Scottish!  In case you

haven’t seen the site yet, all you need to do is click
on,  or  copy  and  paste  the  following  link:
http://www.caledoniansocietyofneworleans.com/.  

The  site  also  has  a  very  useful  resources  page,
where  you will  find almost  everything you could
think of needing.  This has links that can help you
with  ancestry,  heraldry,  and  even  learning  more
about Scottish Gaelic(gaa-lik).

Have  you  checked  out  our
Facebook  page?   If  not,  then
you’re in the minority.  You can
find  us  by  looking  for
“Caledonian  Society  of  New
Orleans,” and hit the like button
to follow us.   

Unsurprisingly, our most popular post in December,
was of our Christmas Ceilidh, with several attached
photos.  Why not let us know what type of posts
you would like to see on our page?  Informative,
educational,  humorous?  We want to engage with
everyone,  so please like,  comment,  and share our
posts.  That way, we can reach more people.  Did
you know that we have a Facebook audience that
includes  users  from New Zealand,  Australia,  and
even Hungary?  Perhaps we’ll add more countries to
our list in 2024.

Time For Gaelic

Halò chàirdean agus teaghlach.  Bliadhna Mhath
Ùr!   An gabh sibh uisge  beatha?  An robh an
deoch  oirbh?   Tha  mi
an dochus gu bheil sibh
cha robh.(I hope that’s
right!)

A  bheil  Gàidhlig
diorbha dhuit?  Bidh mi
ag ionnsachadh a h uile
latha, ach tha i diorbha
fhathast.   Aon  latha,
bidh i furasta.  Chun an
sin,  cumaidh  mi  ag
ionnsachadh.

The new year sees the start of promises we make to
ourselves.   The  big  question  is  whether  we  keep
those  promises.   This  year,  why  not  commit  to
learning a new language?  By choosing Gaelic, you
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will  be  doing  your  part  to  keep  an  old  language
alive.  It’s never too late to jump on the bandwagon.

This season, I am trying to ensure that you can gain
knowledge of some basic words and phrases to help
you along.  There is a Gaelic proverb that translates
as  “Better  broken  Gaelic,  than  Gaelic  in  the
coffin”.  I couldn’t agree more with this sentiment.

Taigeis – Haggis
Tag ish
Sneap agus buntàta – Neeps and tatties
Shnep aye-ush boon-ta-ta
A’ phiob mhòr – The Highland Pipes(Bagpipes)
Aa fee-ib vor
Oidhche na Taigeise – Burns Night
Oy-cha na Tag-ish-aa
Uisge beatha – Whisky
Oosh-ka bay-aa
Bard– Poet
Baarsht
Oidhche Bhlas Burns – Happy Burns Night
Oy-chaa Vlash Burns
A’ seinn – Singing
Aa Shine
A, dannsa – Dancing
Aa dan-sa

Just remember, learning takes time, so don’t rush,
and  don’t  feel  disheartened  when  you  are
struggling.  We all go through those stages.

Don’t forget to check out these learning apps.

Bluebird  | Duolingo |   Mango  |  uTalk
In addition to these apps, you can also find useful
resources on the following sites,
https://www.learngaelic.net/
https://www.fluentin3months.com/scottish-gaelic/
https://go-gaelic.scot/
https://www.youtube.com/c/GaelicwithJason

If you have tried learning Gaelic and are struggling,
then  why  not  get  in  touch  with  me  at
shawfield27@gmail.com.   I  have  been  learning
since  November  2019,  and,  with  the  inclusion  of

Gaelic  in  the  newsletter,  have  had  to  become  a
teacher  too.    Who knows,  there  may be  enough
people to start a support group!! 

Castles Of Scotland

Name: Drumin Castle
Location: Glenlivet, Moray
Year Built: Late 15th Century
Clan Affiliation: Stewart

The current castle we see today is believed to have
been  constructed  by  Walter  Stewart  in  the  late
1400’s,  replacing earlier fortifications built  by his
grandfather,  Alexander,  the  notorious  “Wolf  of
Badenoch”.  Some speculate that Walter only added
to the Wolf’s original structure, which would date
the castle to the 1390’s.

In  a  move  that  we  may  never  truly  understand,
Walter sold the estate to another Stewart  relative,
the  3rd Earl  of  Huntly,  who  used  Drumin  as  a
residence.  Rather surprisingly, the Stewarts never
seemed to be involved in any of the typical battles
and,  as  a  result,  never  faced  a  forfeiture  of  their
lands.   The  only  visit  of  interest  came  from the
Marquis  of  Argyll,  who  stopped  there  with  his
army, prior to the Battle of Glenlivet, in 1594.  

By  the  1700’s,  the  castle  was  vacated,  and  the
gradual deterioration began.  Despite this, a walled
garden was created in the 17th century, specializing
in  roses,  and  has  been  maintained  ever  since.
Although Drumin lay empty, the surrounding land
was still farmed.  As a result, a large farmhouse was
created  in  1819,  from  the  stones  of  the  now
dilapidated castle,  which housed the factor  of  the
then owner, the Duke of Gordon.  
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Historic Scotland bought the property in 1999, with
help from local groups, and began restoration work
to strengthen the castle.  The structure left standing
appears as if it had been cut diagonally across, with
two  large,  thick  towering  walls  providing  a
reminder  of  what  once  stood.   Imaginations  can
now run wild!

Distilleries Of Scotland

Name: Dornoch
Location: Dornoch, Sutherland
Whisky Region: Highland
Whisky Type: Single Malt
Website:          www.thompsonbrosdistillers.com/

Dornoch  is  one  of  the  newest  and  smallest
distilleries  built  in  Scotland.   With  the  imposing
Dornoch  Castle  overshadowing  the  site,  the
distillery can only produce 20,000 liters per year.
The  parents  of  owners,  Simon  and  Philip
Thompson, had purchased the castle in 2000, which
has been run as a hotel since 1947.  

The brothers began working in the hotel  bar,  and
quickly established its reputation as a true whisky
hotel.  From there, they started to bottle their own
attempts at whisky, albeit at a personal level.  This
soon  led  to  them  creating  a  distillery  on  the
grounds,  with  the  old  estate  fire  station  being
converted in 2015.  

A successful crowdfunding campaign saw the first
test run take place one year later.  Organic heritage
barleys, which produce greater flavor, but are not as
efficient  in  growth,  are  used  in  the  production,
which  helps  them  create  a  pre-1960’s  style  of
whisky.   They  also  use  particular  yeast  strains,
which allow for what may be considered the longest
fermentation time in whisky making: 216 hours.

Even  with  such  a  small  building,  they  have
expanded into the gin market,  with great  success,
with their  Organic Mediterranean brand selling in
twelve different countries.  There are also now three
different  whisky  brands,  with  their  first  6  yr  old
Dornoch Single Malt being released in September
of last year.  

Their  inaugural  release  took  place  in  2020,  with
another 15 runs following since then.  With only 70
bottles created per batch, this is definitely a sought
after  brand.   The  Thompson brothers  are  making
sure that they don’t run out, as they conduct daily
distillation, and store more than they sell.  

Any  connoisseurs  wanting  a  bottle,  will  have  to
enter  a  ballot  system,  where  you  enter  your
information and hope your name comes up.  If you
win, let us know!

Just For Fun

Are our Scottish trivia questions making y’all more
knowledgeable?  I certainly hope so!  Here are last
month’s answers.

1. Which freshwater loch can be traversed by a ride
on the steamship SS Sir Walter Scott?

 Loch Katrine
2. The Proclaimers and Jimmy Shand all hail from
which town?           Auchtermuchty
3. Who murdered Mary, Queen of Scots' secretary
David  Rizzio  at  Holyroodhouse  Palace  on  9th
March 1566?  Lord Darnley
4. What is the name of the castle on Skye, home to
the clan MacLeod?       Dunvegan
5. Where would you find the Wallace Monument?

           Stirling

Can you get these ones correct?

1. What is the name of Scotland's oldest distillery?
2. In which Scottish mountain range is Ben Nevis
located?
3.  The  town  of  Kirkwall  is  the  capital  of  which
group of islands?
4. Where was the national hero of Scotland William
Wallace born?
5.  Which  King  led  the  English  army  which  was
defeated  by  Robert  the  Bruce  at  the  Battle  of
Bannockburn in 1314?
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I’m Fixin’ To

When  you  live  in  Louisiana  you  know  that  a
favorite  topic  here  is  either  eating,  talking  about
eating, or talking about eating while eating, and not
necessarily talking about what you’re eating!

Colcannon/
Rumbledethumps

If you have leftover cabbage from New
Year’s  Day,  although  you  probably
won’t,  why  not  try  this  traditional
Scottish dish?  

In  the  Borders,  it  is  known  as
Rumbledethumps  and  in
Aberdeenshire it is known as Kailkenny
(but  using  cream  in  place  of  butter).
Other  variations  include  adding  a
couple  of  boiled  and  mashed  carrots
and  turnips  as  well  as  the  basic
ingredients.

Ingredients:
1 pound boiled and mashed potatoes
1 pound boiled cabbage, drained
1 ounce or more of butter
Salt, black pepper and chives

Method:
Mash the potatoes and finely chop the cabbage 
and mix in a large saucepan in which the butter 
has been melted. Keep the saucepan over a low 
heat to keep it hot.  Sprinkle with chives, season 
to taste, and serve piping hot.
The mixture can also be put into a greased oven-
proof dish and cooked at 400F/200C/gas mark 
6, until the top is browned.
 
We hope you have enjoyed this month’s newsletter.
Our aim is to educate and entertain, as well as keep
our members informed and up-to-date on all things
Scottish.

Bliadhna Mhath Ùr
(Blee-ann-aa vaa oor) 

Happy New Year!


